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• James Watson’s DNA 
the Secret of Life

• Charles Darwin’s 
Origin of the Species

• Art and photography

• Check out her art at 
www.pamgleave.com
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• Siddhartha

• Cat’s Cradle

• Cats!

• Twain & Dickens

• Music & Theatre

• Las Vegas
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• JD Lafontaine’s 
Noctuidae of North 
America

• Backpacking

• Guitar

• Indie Music
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• Baby books

• Charlie if it’s a boy, 
Hannah if it’s a girl!

• Hi Erin! 

• Music

• His band, Global 
Village, rocks!
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Not 
pictured: 
Susan 
Houston, 
Nancy 
Van 
Hoozier
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Grant Three Degrees – B.A., B.M.E., M.A.T.

Nine Academic Departments
Arts & Communication
Business  Administration
Education
Health, Physical Education, and Recreation
Humanities
Liberal Arts Core (Olivet Plan)
Mathematics and Computer Science
Natural and Physical Science
Social Science

Academic Year
Two Semesters (ILT)
Summer

OLIVET COLLEGE
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The information is the same, it’s how and 
when you hear it that makes the difference.

Why are we here?
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“The insight is hidden in the word 
vocation itself, which is rooted in the 
Latin for ‘voice.’ …I must listen for the 
truths and values at the heart of my 
own identity…”

(Palmer 4)
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• Advising is more than just helping students pick 
courses 

• Advisors should evaluate progress of students and 
their career/major choices on a continuing basis

• Advisors should help student become familiar with 
advising resources available

• Advising requires clear communication

• Advising creates interest through enthusiasm

• Advising facilitates learning

• Advising requires appropriate preparation

• Successful advising is linked to strong retention
(NACADA Handout)
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Remind your faculty advisors that their 
teaching skills will assist them in the 
basics of advising:

• Giving options

• Educating around those options

• Giving a recommendation

• Allowing the advisee to choose

(Maister, The Trusted Advisor, 34)
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“More than any other factor, it is the 
people we have to deal with that 
determine the quality* of our work 
lives.”

(Maister, True Professionalism, 35)

*remember to HAVE FUN
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How “we” came to be, 

and how you can, too.

Not pictured: 
Susan 
Houston, 
Nancy Van 
Hoozier
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Mission –

Olivet College Academic Advising

• The mission of the office of Academic 
Advising is to empower Olivet College 
students…

• Successful advising is an on-going, ever-
present activity…

• The academic advisor is in a key position…
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FUN BREAK!

(“Wotsit”)
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“Be substantively helpful to me, and I’ll 
listen to you. Otherwise, stay out of my 
office!”

(Maister, True Professionalism, 69)
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Three basic traits of an advisor:

• They earn trust

• They give advice effectively

• They build relationships

(Maister, The Trusted Advisor, 2)
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What tools does a faculty 
advisor need to be 
successful?
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Some helpful tools/ideas:

• Regularly scheduled office hours –
posted in numerous places

• Time  - set aside just for students

• Flexibility - good listening skills 

• Know your students (cont.)

(“Academic Advisement Handbook”)
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• Accessibility during registration

• Passing on pertinent information to students 
(Seminar)

• Knowing how to get information about things 
you do not know (on and off campus)

• Understanding registration, orientation, etc., 
processes (anything dealing with academics)

• Having up-to-date catalog information!
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(“Wotsit”)
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Department changes Registrar’s Office

When is course offered?

4 year plan
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The pieces to the advising puzzle fell into 
place for us with our 

Academic 

Advising

Sheets! 
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This is our

masterpiece!
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2007
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“If people are not prepared to be held 
accountable for what they do, it is 
unlikely that they will achieve much.”

(Maister, True Professionalism, 56)

(“Wotsit”)
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You are a professional “aiming for true excellence.”
(Maister, True Professionalism, 11)
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