Honors 215/216

Guidelines for Rewriting Essays
1. You must include your original, marked paper and the original, marked grading rubric with your rewrite.  

2. For the rewrite, make a new title page.  Indicate that this is rewrite of paper #1 rather than Paper #1

3. Focus your efforts on items indicated on your grading rubric, as well as on the comments and suggestions made on your paper.  If significant changes are not made, no grade change will be earned. All errors marked on the paper should be corrected. Additionally, if one error appears over and over in the text and I stop marking it, I still expect those errors corrected, marked or not. In fact, you are responsible for all errors in the original paper, whether or not they are marked. So reread your paper with great care and/or ask someone else to proofread it, too

4. Here are a few helpful hints for revising your essay:

· Revision begins with the introduction. Can you think of a new way to introduce and frame your paper’s topic? How might you expand and/or clarify your topic? Once you’ve rewritten the introduction, check, double-check, and triple-check your first three sentences for any kind of errors or flaws. How do they sound? Do they send out just the right signals to your readers? 

 

· Re-examine your thesis. In many cases, you’ll simply want to revise your original thesis. You might be able to keep certain elements from the original, but in general it helps to begin with a clean slate. How can you make your thesis speak to a central point in the text? What new layers can you add? How can you be more specific? How might you broaden it if length is an issue? 

 

· Rethink your essay’s organization. What is the most logical and effective way to organize your body paragraphs? What do you see as the main ideas that you need to prove in order to support your thesis? What kinds of bridge statements do you imagine connecting the body paragraphs together, such that you can create a clear sense of forward progress throughout the essay? Are there any paragraphs that need to be removed because they don’t work? Is there a new paragraph (or three) that need to be written? 

 

· Think through each individual paragraph’s structure. Does each paragraph begin with a clearly defined idea or argument rather than an indisputable statement of fact? How have you tied the paragraph’s opening idea back to an idea or concept from the previous paragraph? Does everything in the entire paragraph relate back to its opening statement? Is there a concluding statement tying the paragraph together? 

 

· Take another look at your textual evidence and textual analysis. Have you introduced each quotation that you’ve cited in the paper? Do you analyze and examine the evidence rather than simply allowing it to speak for you? Have you found some really cool and interesting images to dissect and discuss? 

 

· Fine-tune and edit your prose. Once you’ve completely redrafted the paper, try reading your paper out loud, making a mark by any sentence that doesn’t sound quite right. Break those sentences apart and start over. Look for short, choppy sentences that can be combined, and edit out any phrases or sentences that aren’t absolutely essential. Circle every passive verb (is, are, was, were, been), and work to rewrite each passive sentence using only active verbs. Make sure to stay in the present tense. One last suggestion: read your paper one sentence at a time, beginning with its final sentence and working backwards. You’ll often find proofreading errors that you’ve missed during other readings. 

 

· Double-check the little things. Are all your quotations punctuated according to MLA format? Are they absolutely accurate? Are the titles of short works (essays, poems, short stories, etc.) in quotation marks, with titles of longer works (books, plays, movies, etc.) in italics? Is your title page properly formatted? 
From: http://www.westga.edu/~megp/requirements_for_rewrites.htm
